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Ecole Springfield Elementary News
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mportant Dates to
Remember:

Dec 20th-

No Hot Lunch this week,
Dress Formal Day &
Christmas Concert Day
9:30am & 1:00pm

Dec 21st-
PJ Day &
Last Day of School!

Dec 22nd- Jan 7, 2024-
Christmas Break
School starts again on
Monday, Jan 8. 2024

*there is No Kindergarten
on Monday, Jan 8th for
their planning day*
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Why is School Attendance Important? = &S o e
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The more regularly a student attends school, %"‘-ﬂ% T!T%ﬁ%%

the better able they are to create friendships
and positive relationships with their peers and
the adults in the building. Consistently
attending school allows children to navigate a
variety of social situations, building their
interpersonal and problem-solving skills.

Thank you to the Peace River Social
Society and the Dufault Family for the
generous donation of toys for our
Salvation Army Toy Drive.
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Thank you to the Anglican Church
Women (ACW) of Peace River for
their donation of winter wear to help
<«—— Our students stay warm!

DID YOU RNOW?
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% " STUDENT SUPPORTS:
¥ school supports will be initiated to assist §

dents in understanding and processing ~¥ T
hat has occurred during the incident. =~

December 2023

__occempersiss .



DR

B anm
e [ e

am,
o[ STRL

BaER
Erey
B

mmﬂmm_
T G153
¢ gg‘m%
Hy
Eigy

(e
N EQ

o
]

o Ho”ﬁ”eea oy\é ot
Eincl jlﬁ‘?

Students at Ecole Springfield School have been
working hard making unique holiday ornaments!

Ornaments are being sold on Dec. 20st at the
Christmas Concert.




Principal's Message

As 2023 is winding down, Peace River School Division is thinking ahead to
the 2024-2025 school calendar. A committee met last week to give input into
the calendar and to work collaboratively with the different school divisions and
communities that use this calendar. Watch online for an invitation to give
feedback on the proposed calendar and let the division know what you like
about the draft calendar and if there is anything you would like to see
changed.

At Springfield, we are in the swing of the holiday season. | would like to say a
huge thank you to all families and students who were able to donate to our toy
drive. The generosity of our families is amazing!! The collection made its way
to the Salvation Army, December 12 and will be much appreciated by those
who are on the receiving end.

Classes have been gathering in the gym to learn Christmas Carols and songs
and students are busy preparing for the Christmas Concert, which will be held
December 20th at 9:30 and again at 1:00. Our concert is always a popular
affair and attended by parents, grandparents and other family members. We
hope to see as many of you as possible that day!

It is my hope that this newsletter finds you, healthy, happy and ready for a
break as we head into the holiday season. However you celebrate, may you
find time to spend with those closest to you, rest, relax and rejuvenate as we
move into 2024.

Gail McNabb
Principal,
Ecole Springfield Elementary School

7 December 2023
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HAVE'YOUR SAY ONITHE 2024-2025
DIVISIONAL CALENDAR

Here at the Peace River School Division, we are excited to present
the first draft of the 2024.2025 School Calendar. Together with
representatives from three other school divisions, as well as
teacher and administrator representatives from both the
elementary and high school level, the Calendar Comwnittee met
on December 6,

From that meeting. we have prepared a draft version of the
calendar and are looking forward 1o hearing your thoughts, It is
both important and helpful for us to have the feedback of our
students, parents, stafl, and communities. Each emall and
comment on socal media 5 recorded and taken into
consideration prior to & final draft of the calendar being
presented to our Board of Trustees In March,

Some of the key dates in the new calendar include a Back 10
School date of September 3, after Labour Day. This decision was
influenced by your feedback. Last year, over 90% of the feedback
we received told us that you were in favour of a start date after
Labour Day.

September 30, the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, falls
on a Monday in 2024, The Peace River School Division Board of
Trustees has made a motion to follow the lead of the Federal
Government and honour this day by declanng a holiday for staff
and students. The Board has also made a motion declaring the
entire week including September 30 as Truth and Reconciliation
Week In PRSD schools, This year, that week will be from
September 30 to October 4

Once again, we have been able to schedule a very natural break
at Christmas, inclusive of two full weeks and three full weekends.
The Division considers staff and student weliness to be a priority,
and being able to schedule this 18-day break is one of the ways
we encourage health and weliness in our school communities,

One thing that is different in the 2024-2025 Calendar is a five-day
break at the start of March, from Wednesday, March 5 to Sunday,
March 9, The Calendar Committee made this decision to support
staff who will travel to attend Teachers/EA Convention on March &
and 7. Spring Break Is also earlier In the new draflt calendar, on
March 24 to 28, While this means students will have two larger
breaks in the month of March, it has been my experence that
when Spring Break does not fall in March there can be more
behavioural challenges for students, March can be a difficult
month for students as they are all adjusting to seasonal changes,
and longer daylight hours. For these reasons, the Calendar
Committee felt having Spring Break separate from the Easter
holiday in April would be a good step towards protecting and
promoting student weliness.

Wherever possible, the Calendar Committee also tried to maintain
four-day weekends around the holidays to allow families to travel
to visit with loved ones who live In different areas of the province
and country

Most importantly, the calendar provides optimal leaming time for
students while providing ample days for teachers to assess
student learning through Collaborative Response strategies
during our Professional Development (PD) days.

Thank you in advance for your input on the
2024-2025 School Calendar.




LOCKDOWN

Used when there is an internal threat of violence

» All Internal and external doors and windows
are locked and secured

« Staff & students are requested to keep quiet
and take cover away from windows, doors
and out of sight lines

« No one Is allowed In or out of classrooms or
the buliding

HOLD & SECURE

When security threat or criminal activity
is outside and/or unrelated to the school
» Exterior doors & windows are locked

* Class continues to be in session
* No one is allowed in or out of the
building

SHELTER IN PLACE

Used to direct and control movement inside
the school building when it is safer to remain
inside and/or there is no threat of violence
» No one is allowed to leave designated area
until ALL CLEAR or without permission
« Ex: severe weather or air quality incidents
» Individuals at risk will be allowed re-entry

EVACUATION

Used when it is safer to be outside the
building than inside. Follows prearranged
routes and exits but exit with caution
» All students are instructed to proceed to
Muster Points
» Cannot return to building until ALL CLEAR
Is provided by first responders

S<an o access
the Emergency
Procedurs Guide
for Parents &
Guard|ans

J

PARENTAL &
PUBLIC PROCEDURES

For your safety, all parents, as well as the
public need to stay away from the
building until the situation is cleared.
Students may be moved to a new pick up
location, and parents will be notified
when it's safe to pick up their children.

For your safety, all parents, as well as the public
need to stay away from the bullding until the
situation is cleared. This situation could
potentially evolve into a lockdown or evacuation.
Parents will be notified of the evolving situation
& how the release of students will occur.

Parents will be notified via email, calls, and texts.
The Grimshaw Municipal Library & Mile Zero
Regilonal Multiplex will notify the public via their
Facebook pages. For your safety, all parents, as well
as the public need to stay away from the building
until the situation is cleared. Parents will be notified
of student release procedures using the most up-to-
date contact Information In PowerSchool,

For your safety, all parents, as well as the
public need to stay away from the
building until the situation is cleared.
Students may be moved to a new pick up
location, and parents will be notified
when it's safe to pick up their children.




Springfield's Project PEACE Success Coach

Open Parachute SEL programming is continuing in the classrooms this month. This
program was created to help students to understand and learn to resolve, with
confidence, the many challenges that students are going to face throughout their life, like
disagreements with friends, struggles at school, or situations at home that aren’t so
great.

Stay connected with me each month for information on how to help your child improve
social skills and emotional regulation at home. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding your child's social emotional development or well being please feel free to
contact me. Follow Project Peace on Facebook.
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100030003983644

If you are looking for outside resources the FRN HUB - Information & child development
centre, contact information is below.

frn@peaceriver.ca

780-624-0770

Wishing you and your family a very safe and happy holiday season.
Shannon Sutherland 780-624-2143 ext. 14151

Q".r~
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First Nations, Metis, Inuit &f@

PEACE RIVER SCHOOL

Miyo Manito fisikaw
Merry Christmas
==+ =AYL"

& A Happy New Year!

Pawacakinasis- December
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warm as the temperature drops

CHILLY

5 adding fayers will help keep you

out wind,
rain

" warm shoes

Dhessinge FoR CoLp WERWEY
COoLD EXTREME COLD

warm hat warm hat

i i 7 g L
23 layers O 3+ layers
& outer layer
4

out wind, : ’
wet snow / out wind
N : o

boots
“wate boots

Grade 3/4 Luce-
Students Against Drinking
& Driving Bags

Events at SPrinaPielcl School
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187 Student

Events at Springtield School .. Christmas Cards for
Secret Santa Senior Program
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MENTAL HEALTH
% SUPPORTS %

A monthly newsletter highlighting Mentol Health pragrams available within the PRSD

Protecting your Mental Health during the holidays

with the holidoy season approaching, it is important to hove someone to
reach out to If needed

The Town of Pecce River FCSS hos compiled o list of locol resources called
"Everyone Needs Help Sometimes”™ for support for you and your family. To
view the list - click HERE

Emergency Links

SRR T el Tips from the Canadian Mental Health Association

o Did you know 52% of Cancdians report feelings of anxiety, depression and
Add’_;:tc;?&s::'d '::.eemo' isolation during the holidoy season. Make ¢ plan now to protect your own
(24-hou p ot mental health from holiday stress. Here are five tips that may help:
(£4-NCUr support)
1-877-505-2642 1. Don't fall prey to the great expectations thaot come along with the
holiday. You get to celebrate (or not celebrate) in whatever way feels best

Peace River Addictions for you
and Mental Health 2. Remain aware of averindulgence, whether that's with food, commitments
780-624-6151 or gifts. Stick to o budget, eat what makes your body feel good, and
remember the holidays are meant for rest as well as fun
Kids Help Phone 3. Don't worry about being a perfect host. Delegaote tasks, toke a break, ond
1-800-668-6868 don't forget to creote ond maintain personal boundaries.
4.Holidays can be especally hard for those who have lost o loved one To
Indigenous aveid feeling sad and alone try volunteering ot ¢ facdbank, or o toy drive,
Support Line write letters to far-oway friends end foamily, or do something speciol just
(North Zone & Areog) - for you
' 1-844.944.4744 5.For others, being around more people than normal during the holidoys
g con be emctionally and mentally draining. Remember to set boundaries,
mykickstand.ca glrlmd attend events that energize you. It's akay to leave early or not go ot

May you have a safe and healthy holiday season!

Sardia MocHersw Ohins Kop Trovs Mmen Connie nm; Margaret Buruma  Lotero Combes
Mentol Heatth Divsicnal Scheol School Socal/Emational  schoot Famiy School Seoal School Socol
Schooks Progrom  Copocity Buldng Sociol worker  Dehoviour Comultont | aison Worker Worker WO ke

Manoger  Progrom Manoger
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Springfield School

December 2023 Calendar =

Thursday Friday Sat
1 2
No School for
Kindergarten-
Planning Day

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Hot Lunch-

A&W

10 1" 12 13 14 15 16

Hot Lunch-

Smitty's Dress Like
Christmas Day
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
NO Hot Lunch PJ Day!
Fornal Day & No School-
Christmas Last day of Christmas
Concert Day school Break
9:30am & 1pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
P N

v

AN See you back at
school on
Monday, January
8,2024!
(Except for
Kindergarten)


http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/view.php?action=calendar&header=Calendar
http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/view.php?action=calendar&header=Calendar
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January 2024 Ca\endarm
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Back to School
Grade 1-4
Except for-
NO Kindergarten
= Planning Day

15

2

No School
Christmas Break

Kindergarten
first day back.

16

23

30

Springfield School
Office #
780.624.2143

Friday Sat
3 4 5 (5
10 1" 12 13
17 18 19 20
Hot Lunch- Hogwarts/
Subway Harry Potter
(for those that Day
ordered)
24 25 26 27
Hot Lunch-
Kita North
(for those that
ordered)
K] |
No School-

PD Day


http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/view.php?action=calendar&header=Calendar
http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/view.php?action=calendar&header=Calendar
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&

BOOK LIBRARY @

Math 3

Under the Sea!
Learn Alberta

BrainPOP
(#)

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

KiDS @



http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/
http://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
http://www.springfieldelementary.ca/
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=77
https://storylineonline.net/
https://www.janbrett.com/
https://www.starfall.com/h/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/me3us/flash/
https://www.brainpop.com/at-home
https://pbskids.org/
https://www.learninggamesforkids.com/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.funbrain.com/
https://www.wonderopolis.org/
https://www.poptropica.com/
https://watch.vooks.com/?_gl=1*fqugfm*_ga*MTM1MjI5MDYwOS4xNjYzNzY5Njkz*_ga_STXWZEK77E*MTY5NzAzMzE2Ny4xLjEuMTY5NzAzMzIyOS4wLjAuMA..*_gcl_au*MTkyODM0Nzg0NS4xNjk3MDMzMTY5
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